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i For example, the intermediary role was introduced by section 29 of the Youth Justice and Criminal Evidence 
Act 1999 (YJCEA) (UK).  It provides for the examination of a witness in criminal proceedings, other than a 
defendant, to be conducted through an intermediary. Section 16 of the YJCEA stipulates that a witness is 
eligible for assistance from an intermediary if: 
   - they are under the age of 18 at the time of the hearing; or 

- if the court considers that the quality of evidence given by the witness is likely to be 
diminished by: 

o a mental disorder (within the meaning of the 1983 Mental Health Act1); or 
o a significant impairment of intelligence and social functioning; or 
o a physical disability or physical disorder. 

ii See The Witness Intermediary Scheme Annual Report 2019/20, accessed at 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/919858/
witness-intermediary-scheme-annual-report-2019-2020.pdf  
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