
DECISION makers should be 
legally required to act in the in-
terest of future generations, 
says South Australia’s Com-
missioner for Children and 
Young People Helen Connolly.

Ms Connolly said that while 
society had come a long way 
from the days of children being 
seen but not heard, many 
young people still felt unrepre-
sented.

“No one’s asking kids their 
opinion. There’s no checkbox 
for them,” Ms Connolly told a 
Fearless Conversations forum 
on inclusion, diversity and 
equality.

“If you ask a kid what life is 
like for them now, in terms of 
their rights, they will still say 
they’re not listened to, they’re 
not taken seriously, that 

they’re blamed for things they 
don’t understand (and) that 
they are pretty much disre-
spected by adults.

“What will it take for us, as a 
state, to put in a Future Gener-
ations Act that compels us in 
our decision-making to think 
through the impacts on all 
children, (both) those who are 
here today and those who are 
unborn?

“If we had some really good 
legislation that made us think 
about the future then that 

would be helpful for children.’’
Ms Connolly pointed to 

Wales, the only nation in the 
world to have legislated the 
need to protect future genera-
tions through its Wellbeing of 
Future Generations Act.

She said if similar laws were 
enacted locally, it “might start 
to get some different decisions 
being made”.

“My role is not just to rep-
resent the children who are ac-
tually alive today,” she said.

“If we look at the future 
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what’s going to be best for 
them, we have to start before 
they are born.”

Ms Connolly also told the 
forum  introduction of techno-
logy and the subsequent issues 
of inequitable access had led to 
parents competing to ensure 
their child did not get left be-
hind.

“Parenting became almost a 
competitive sport and it was 
just really strange,” she said.

“We were starting to privi-
lege (some) kids over others 
and people were really trying 
to put their kids at the top.”

She said technology had 
also led to a more fearful 
world, with parents who were 
increasingly worried about 
crime and abuse placing great-
er restrictions on their child-
ren’s ability to play freely.
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